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The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 19, 2021 
Liturgical Color: Green 

 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the 
disciples quarrel over which one of them is the greatest. Jesus 
tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are 
called to welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make 
room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of 
honor in the assembly. 

 
 
 *= the assembly will please stand         
 **Please note: ELW refers to the red hymnal in the pews. 

 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
 

 
Prelude                                            Cherie Hockenberger  
       

Welcome & Announcements                      Pastor Mick Shriver 
 
 
 
“...And now let us prepare our hearts and minds to receive the    
 Gift of God’s Holy Spirit.”  
 
 
 
 
*Gathering Song                                            Cherie Hockenberger  
 
                    
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                           ELW #858 
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*Opening Prayer 
 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
 
 

 Amen. 
 
 
 

 Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you 
 and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 

 Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise 
 

 Glory and praise to our God 

 Who alone gives light to our days 

 Many are the blessings He bears 

 To those who trust in His ways  

  

 We the daughters and sons of Him 

 Who built the valleys and plains 

 Praise the wonders our God has done 

 In every heart that sings  

 

 Glory and praise to our God 

 Who alone gives light to our days 

 Many are the blessings He bears 

 To those who trust in His ways  

*Prayer of the Day 
 


 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 
 welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy 
 and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wis
 dom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
 

 Amen. 
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WORD 
 

 
First Lesson                        Proverbs 31:10-31 
 
 
This passage, which ends the book of Proverbs, describes the good 
wife. She is a supremely capable and hardworking person, who 
runs the household and also engages in commercial ventures. She 
cares both for her family and for the poor, and she fears the Lord. 
 
 10A capable wife who can find? 
  She is far more precious than jewels. 
 11The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
  and he will have no lack of gain. 
 12She does him good, and not harm, 
  all the days of her life. 
 13She seeks wool and flax, 
  and works with willing hands. 
 14She is like the ships of the merchant, 
  she brings her food from far away. 
 15She rises while it is still night 
  and provides food for her household 
  and tasks for her servant-girls. 
 16She considers a field and buys it; 
  with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 
 17She girds herself with strength, 
  and makes her arms strong. 
 18She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
  Her lamp does not go out at night. 
 19She puts her hands to the distaff, 
  and her hands hold the spindle. 
 20She opens her hand to the poor, 
  and reaches out her hands to the needy. 
 21She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 
  for all her household are clothed in crimson. 
 22She makes herself coverings; 
  her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
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 23Her husband is known in the city gates, 
  taking his seat among the elders of the land. 
 24She makes linen garments and sells them; 
  she supplies the merchant with sashes. 
 25Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
  and she laughs at the time to come. 
 26She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
  and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
 27She looks well to the ways of her household, 
  and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
 28Her children rise up and call her happy; 
  her husband too, and he praises her: 
 29“Many women have done excellently, 
  but you surpass them all.” 
 30Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
  but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
 31Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, 
  and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
 

   The Word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 1                                                                               Read responsively 

 
 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the 
   wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the 
   seats of the scornful! 
 

  2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and they meditate 
   on God’s teaching day and night.  
 

  3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing 
   fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
      everything they do shall prosper. 
 

  4It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the 
  wind blows away. 
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  5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment 
   comes, nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

  6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

 
 
Second Lesson                                          James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
 
 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of 
living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we manifest this 
wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward 
others. 
 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good 
life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 
14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not 
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For 
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 
18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 
make peace.4: 
1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come 
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within 
you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do 
not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 
order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 
 

  The Word of the Lord.           Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands. 
 
 

 
*Holy Gospel                                                        Mark 9:30-37 
 
         

   The Holy Gospel according to Mark.      

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church 
whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition of greatness: 
prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 
concern for greatness is servanthood. 
 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He 
did not want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, 
saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 
will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying 
and were afraid to ask him. 

*Gospel Acclamation   
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33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they 
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who 
was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to 
them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 
all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and 
taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.              Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
Homily          Pastor Mick Shriver 
    
 
 
Hymn of the Day                                          Cherie Hockenberger 
 
 
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                            ELW #712                                   
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*Apostles Creed 


 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ,  
  God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.* 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
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*Prayers  
 

 

 
The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 

God hears our prayers. 
 



  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the 
  church, the world, and all in need. 

 

 

 

   Lord, in your mercy,    hear our prayer. 
 

 
Other petitions are given, concluding with… 





 Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts 
 known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

 Amen. 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 Gracious God, 
 have mercy on us. 
 We confess that we have turned from you 
 and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
 We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
 In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, things we have done 
 and things we have failed to do. 
 Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

 God, who is rich in mercy, 
 loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
 and made us alive together with Christ. 
 By grace you have been saved. 
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
 Almighty God strengthen you with power  
 through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live    
 in your hearts through faith. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 

*Peace  
 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 And also with you. 
 
 

The assembly is seated following the peace. 
 

 
“This Week’s Question…”  
 
 
Announcements                              
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Sentence 
 



 I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present  
 yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  
 which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 
 
 
 
 
Offertory/Offering Song  
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*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 
 

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
*Preface   


 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us    
 the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
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*Eucharistic Prayer     
 
 
 

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  
 for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
 subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
 Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
 nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
 the God and Father of all. 
 

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross,  
 and offered himself, in obedience to your will,  
 a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  
 Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
 to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
 "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  
 Do this for the  remembrance of me." 
 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  
 thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
 This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
 and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
 it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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*Memorial Acclamation  
 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 


 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  
 this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  
 resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 


 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  
 Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  
 and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
 faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
 constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
 your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 


 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  
 with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  
 and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  
 


 AMEN. 
 
 



 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    
 Amen. 
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*Fraction 
 
 

 Alleluia, Alleluia! Risen Lord, be known to us  
 in the breaking of the bread. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 
 
*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

 
 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
 

  God invites his children  
  to come to the Feast. 
  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: 
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians of any age 
are invited to receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving 
Communion may cross their arms to indicate they would like to 
receive blessing. 
 
Communion will be received by intinction and for those who do 
not wish to come forward and receive Communion that way may 
take Communion at their seats. (Communion elements are 
available in the baskets located at the entrance to the sanctuary). 
 
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 



 My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most         
 Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I          
 desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now  
 receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually             
 into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already  
 there, and  unite myself wholly to You. Never permit             
 me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn                                         Cherie Hockenberger 
 
 
“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”                                   ELW #659                                                            
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Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings  
 
 
*Prayer after Communion 




 Let us stand and pray together... 

 Lord of life, 
 in the gift of your body and blood 
 you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
 Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
 bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
 in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
        Amen. 
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                                           SENDING 
 
 
*Blessing               


  The blessing of God, 
 who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
 † be upon you now and forever. 


 Amen. 
 
 
 
*Sending Hymn                                              Cherie Hockenberger 
  
 
“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                                ELW #543 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Sending 





 The worship is ended. The service now begins.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 



 Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Pray for our Members: Doris 
Anderson, Jim Anderson, Robert 
Barrington, Ann Bird, David 
Hawley, Charlie Hayes, Dennis 
Healy, Bridgette Hubbard, Larry 
McDonald, Gene Shank, Herb 
Tacktor.  
 
Pray for our Friends: Dr. Anthony, Hunter Bowman, Jack 
Burns Randy Fisher, Graeleigh Jensen, Leah Mitchell, 
Laura Ochs, Edward Ritzema, Christopher Rivera, 
Michael Saucedo, Mason Stapley.  
 
Pray for those at home: Jim Anderson. 
 
Pray for those in care facilities: Mary Gwen Barrington, 
Charles Hargreaves, Sherry Johnson, Lorraine Keson, 
Stephanie Vineyard. 
 
Pray for our Armed Forces, especially our members: 
Army –Christian Boomgaard, Reserves – Tad Reed; 
National Guard - Jeremy Horstman, Jordan Martz. 
 
Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from 
the wounds of war. 
 
Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our 
Synod, as well as churches throughout the United States 
and the world, especially for the people of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Greenville and Rev. Betsy Kamphuis. 
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    Sunday: September 19, 2021—The Seventeenth                   
Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 Altar Guild:                  Mary Hoffman and Lyn Kolb  

 Assisting Minister        Mary Hoffman and Dee Falk 
                (Communion server) 

 Lector:                         TJaye Brand  

 Ushers:          Vicki Dorrell and Candy Fabaz 

         Coffee Hour:                TJaye Brand  

                                        

    Sunday: September 26, 2021—The Eighteenth                       
Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

  Altar Guild:                  Nancy Duvall and Carolyn Fitch  

 Assisting Minister        Colin Nash and Mary Hoffman 
                (Communion server) 

 Lector:                         Mike Nagel  

 Ushers:          Vicki Dorrell and Candy Fabaz 

          

          

 
      


