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  The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 

October 25, 2020 

Liturgical Color: Red 

Proper 25 
 

We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares the gospel with 
the Thessalonian community. In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we 
have not loved God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of 
forgiveness and to be strengthened by word and meal to be signs of God’s love and 
mercy in the world. 

 

 = the assembly will please stand. 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

Prelude                    Cherié Hockenberger 

 
Welcome                  Pastor  Mick Shriver             

“...And now let us prepare our hearts and minds to receive the Gift of God’s Holy 
Spirit.” 

 
Gathering Song                     Cherié Hockenberger 

 

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

 
*Opening Prayer 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  

 who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 

 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of  

 your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily    

 magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C Amen. 



P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray... 

 
 

*Prayer of the Day 

P Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews  

 the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

 Keep  them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, 

 defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 

 saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  who lives and reigns 

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C  Amen. 

*Hymn of Praise 

 

C Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, 

 almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, 

 we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, 

 only Son of the Father, 

 Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 you take away the sin of the world: 

 have mercy on us; 

 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, 

 you alone are the Lord, 

 you alone are the Most High, 

 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father.  

 Amen. 



WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                              Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
 

 

Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land, but he was granted the right to 
see it from Mount Nebo before he died. The statement that no prophet has arisen 

in Israel like Moses (34:10) stands in tension with Deuteronomy 18:15 (God will 
“raise up for you a prophet like me”) and led to the expectation that another 

Moses would still come. In several New Testament passages Jesus is identified as 
that prophet. 
 

1Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which 
is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 
2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the 
Western Sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of 

palm trees—as far as Zoar.  

 

4The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your 

eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died 
there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. 6He was buried in a valley in the 

land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. 
7Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired 
and his vigor had not abated. 8The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 

thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 
9Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 

hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 
 

10Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 

face to face. 11He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent 
him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his 

entire land,12and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power 
that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

 

 

L   The Word of the Lord.     C   Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17                             Read responsively   

 

A 1Lord, you have been our refuge 

      from one generation to another. 
  

C  2Before the mountains were brought forth,  

    or the land and the earth were born,   
   from age to age you are God.  
  

A  3You turn us back to the dust and say, 

     “Turn back, O children of earth.” 
  

C  4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when 

     it is past and like a watch in the night; 
  

A  5you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away  

     suddenly like the grass: in the evening it is dried  

     up and withered.  
   

C  6in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the  

    evening it is dried up and withered.  

   

A 
13Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? 

       Be gracious to your servants. 
   

C 14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; 

       so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days. 
   

A 15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us 

          and as many years as we suffered adversity. 
   

C 16Show your servants your works, 

        and your splendor to their children. 
   

A 17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; 

          prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.   



Second Lesson                                1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 

 

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he 

shares with the Thessalonian Christians. When he first came to their city it was 
not to benefit himself but to share the gospel with them, which was his 
responsibility as an apostle of Christ. 
 

1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 
2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite 

of great opposition.  
 

3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just 
as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, 

even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. 
5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or 
with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you 

or from others, 7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we 
were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So 

deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

 

L   The Word of the Lord.      C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

The assembly stands. 



*Holy Gospel                       Matthew 22:34-46 

 

 

P    The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C    Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of 
God in just two commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more 
than the son of David. 
 

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “ “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’  
 

38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” 
 

41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
42“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son 
of David.”  
 

43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying,44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies 
under your feet”’? 
 

45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him 
an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 

 

 

 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
Homily                               Pastor Mick Shriver 

 



Hymn of the Day                  Cherié Hockenberger 

“A New Commandment”        
 

 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ,  

 God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  

  Amen. 

 
*Prayers  

The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 

God hears our prayers. 

 

A     With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the  church,  

 the world, and all those in need. 

A   Lord, in your mercy,       C        hear our prayer. 

 

Other petitions are given, concluding with… 

P Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom 

 we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 



*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  

 and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we have turned from you 

 and given ourselves into the power of sin. 

 We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 

 In your compassion forgive us our sins, 

 known and unknown, 

 things we have done 

 and things we have failed to do. 

 Turn us again to you, 

 and uphold us by your Spirit, 

 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, 

 loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

 and made us alive together with Christ. 

 By grace you have been saved. 

 In the name of + Jesus Christ, 

 your sins are forgiven. 

 Almighty God strengthen you  

 with power through the Holy Spirit, 

 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 

 
*Peace  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.       

C And also with you. 

 

The assembly is seated following the peace. 

 
“This Week’s Question…”  



HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Do to guidelines that we need to follow at least for a while, Holy Communion will 
be administered in a most unusual manner. Please wait until Pastor gives 
instructions before breaking the seal of the Communion cup distributed as you 
entered the sanctuary.  

 

 

Offertory Sentence 
 

P I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present  
 yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  
 which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 

 

 

 

Offertory/Offering  

 

 

 

Offertory Music                        Cherié Hockenberger 

 

 

 

Doxology 
 

C Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

 Amen. 



*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

Preface   
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us  

 the way of everlasting life. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

Sanctus 

 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

 God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 



*Eucharistic Prayer   

 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,  

 and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
 

 

 C Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 

 

C Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done,  

 on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those  

 who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever.    

 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done,  

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those  

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.   

 Amen. 



*Fraction 
 

P Alleluia, Alleluia! Risen Lord, be known to us  

 in the breaking of the bread. 

C Alleluia, Alleluia!  

 
 

 

*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

 

P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C have mercy on us. 

P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C have mercy on us. 

P Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C grant us peace. 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

 

P God invites his children to come to the Feast. 

C Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

 

 
 

*Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 

P My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the most Blessed Sacrament.  
 I love You above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
 Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually  
 into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself 
 wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

 

 

*Communion Hymn                Cherié Hockenberger 

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”           



Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings  

Those celebrating anniversaries, birthdays or other special occasions this week are 
invited to receive a blessing. 

 
*Post Communion Prayer 
 

A Let us pray... 

C We give you thanks, gracious God, 

 that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 

 the body and blood of Christ. 

 Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

 into your beloved vineyard 

 to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 

 guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 

 and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

 

 

SENDING 
 

 

*Final Blessing               
 

P      God, the creator, † Jesus, the Christ, 

 and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

 bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn                    Cherié Hockenberger 

“Amazing Grace”           

 
*The Sending 
 

A The worship is ended. The service now begins.  

 Alleluia. Alleluia.  
  

 Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Postlude                   Cherié Hockenberger 



Pray for our Members: Doris Anderson, Jim Anderson, 
Mary Gwen Barrington, Robert Barrington, Ann Bird, 
Jonathan Brand, Priscilla Burns, Ayden Castillo, Patricia 
Daugherty, Charlie Hayes, Mary Hoffman, Bridgette 
Hubbard, Larry McDonald, Katie McPike, Woodrow 
Millspaugh, Jim Quinn, Seree’ Jo Schmidt, Gene Shank, 
Herb Tacktor.  

 

Pray for our Friends: Julie Aardema, Connie Alexander, Dr. Anthony, Mason Ball, 
Hunter Bowman, Brody, Randy Fisher, Will Flewelling, Rev. Jim Friesner, Tim & 
Theresa Hargreaves, Lori Hendry, Graeleigh Jensen, Devon Kinney, Julie Kirkland, 
Lauri Kovacs, Cherie (Hardenburgh) Langin, Robin Laskowski, Genevieve Lux, Ken 
McClellan, Leah Mitchell, Laura Ochs, Peter Quinlan, Christopher Rivera, Michael 
Saucedo, Terry Speese, Heather Sturr, Bob & Cyndi Walker, Courtney Walters, Jim 
Weeks, Jeff & Kellee. 

 

Pray for those at home: Jonah Schmidt. 

 

Pray for those in care facilities: Evelyn Fearnow, Sherry Johnson, Lorraine Keson, 
Marilyn Lilleberg, Bruce Nelson, Stephanie Vineyard. 

 

Pray for our Armed Forces, especially our members: Army – Christian Boomgaard, 
Bradley Taylor; Reserves – Tad Reed; National Guard - Jeremy Horstman, Jordan 
Martz. 

 

Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the wounds of war. 

 

Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our Synod, as well as churches 
throughout the United States and the world, especially Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
in Traverse City and Rev. Paul Busekist; the Rocky Mountain Synod, Denver, CO and 
Bishop Jim Gonia. 

Faith is a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace,    

so sure and certain that a  

man could stake his life on it  

a thousand times.  

—Martin Luther 


