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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
February 5, 2023 

Liturgical Color: Green 

 

 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah 
declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread 
with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage 
from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his 
followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through 
baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
 

 
 * the assembly will please stand         
 **Please note: ELW refers to the red hymnal in the pews. 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

 
    
Welcome & Announcements                      Pastor Mick Shriver 
 
 

 Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness 

  Come let us Adore Him 
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*Opening Prayer 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you 
 and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 Amen. 
 *Gloria  
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 
 upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give 
 us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord. 
 

 Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

First Lesson           Isaiah 58:1-9a  
 
 Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were 
troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that 
outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in 
acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and 
clothing the naked. 
 
1Shout out, do not hold back! 
 Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
 to the house of Jacob their sins. 
2Yet day after day they seek me 
 and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
 they delight to draw near to God. 
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
 and oppress all your workers. 
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4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
 and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
 will not make your voice heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 
 a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
 a day acceptable to the Lord? 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of injustice, 
 to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
 and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
 the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
 you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  
 

   The Word of the Lord.                   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 112:1-9                              Read responsively 
 

 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 
     and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 

  2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
     the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
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 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
     and their righteousness will last forever. 
 

  4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
     the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  
 

 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
     and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 

  6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will                                                         
   be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
 

 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
     their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 
 

  8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
     until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness                           
   stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor. 
 
 
Second Lesson                         1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
  
 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human 
philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom 
which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging 
ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified 
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3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might 
rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom 
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we 
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is 
written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being 
knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also 
no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, 
so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  
 
 
 
   The Word of the Lord.                   Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands.  
 
 
  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  
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*Holy Gospel            Matthew 5:13-20 
 
       
 

    The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.   

    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt 
of the earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping 
God’s commandments. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, 
how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is 
thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from 
the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless 
your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 
 

   The Gospel of the Lord.                Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Homily                             Pastor Mick Shriver 
 



Fifth Sunday after Epiphany—February 5, 2023—Page 10 

 

*Apostles Creed 

 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ,  
  God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
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*Prayers  
 

 
The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 

God hears our prayers. 
 

 

 Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
  and all in need. 

   Lord, in your mercy,     hear our prayer. 
 

Other petitions are given, concluding with… 
 

 We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your    
  wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 
 

 Amen. 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 
 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  
 and of one another. 
 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 

 Gracious God, 
 
 have mercy on us. 
 We confess that we have turned from you 
 and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
 We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
 In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, 
 things we have done 
 and things we have failed to do. 
 Turn us again to you, 
 and uphold us by your Spirit, 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 God, who is rich in mercy, 
 loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
 and made us alive together with Christ. 
 By grace you have been saved. 
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
 your sins are forgiven. 
 
 Almighty God strengthen you  
 with power through the Holy Spirit, 
 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 
 

 Amen. 
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*Peace  
 
 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 And also with you. 
 
 
 

The assembly is seated following the peace. 
 
 
 

Announcements: 
 
Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Sentence 
 
 

 

 
Offertory/Offering Song  
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*Doxology 

*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 
 
 
 

  The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*Preface   
 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us    
 the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
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*Eucharistic Prayer     
 
 
 
 

 Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 

 With this bread and cup 
 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
 full of grace and truth. 
 We remember our new birth   
 in his death and resurrection. 
 We look with hope for his coming. 
 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
 Come among us. 
 Bless this meal. 
 May your Word take flesh in us. 
 Awaken your people. 
 Fill us with your light. 
 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
 

 Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    
 Amen. 



Fifth Sunday after Epiphany—February 5, 2023—Page 19 

 

*Fraction 
 
 

 Alleluia, Alleluia! Risen Lord, be known to us  
 in the breaking of the bread. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 
 
*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

 
 
 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
 
 

  God invites his children to come to the Feast. 
  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION: 
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians of any age 
are invited to receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving 
Communion may cross their arms to indicate they would like to 
receive a blessing. 
 

Communion consists of the bread, in the form of a wafer, and 
receiving the wine through intinction, which is gently dipping the 
wafer into the wine (dark red) or grape juice (white) in the 
divided clay chalice.  
 
 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 
 

 

 Let us stand and pray together… 
 

 Holy One, 
 we thank you for the healing 
 that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
 Renew our strength to do justice, 
 love kindness, 
 and journey humbly with you. 
 
        Amen. 
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                                           SENDING 
 
 
*Blessing   
             
 

  The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
 and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
 †bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
 today and always. 
 

 Amen. 
 
 
 
*Sending Hymn             Cherie Hockenberger                                   
    
  
  
 
*The Sending 
 
 
 
 
 

 The worship is ended. The service now begins.  
 Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
 

 

 Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Pray for our Members: Eleanor 
Anderson, Robert Barrington, Ann 
Bird, Ronnie Buskirk, Wayne 
Buskirk, Patricia Ezdebski, David 
Hawley, Charlie Hayes, Mary 
Hoffman, Bridgette Hubbard, Larry 
McDonald, Marty Mielke, Gregg 
Walker, Woody Millspaugh, Herb 
Tacktor. 
 

Pray for our Friends: Dr. Anthony, Hunter Bowman, Jack 
Burns, June Brault, Graeleigh Jensen, Charity Lawler, Mike, 
Leah Mitchell, Laura Ochs, Elisabeth Rice, Edward Ritzema, 
Christopher Rivera, Randy Robins, Deb Russel, Michael 
Saucedo, Sarah Schultz, Mason Stapley, Nancy Supran, Rev. 
Dennis VanKampen.  
 
Pray for those at home:  
 
Pray for those in care facilities: Mary Gwen Barrington, 
Sherry Johnson, Frances Shriver, Stephanie Vineyard. 
 
Pray for our Armed Forces: Army –Christian Boomgaard, 
Caleb Malkewitz Reserves – Tad Reed; National Guard - 
Jeremy Horstman, Jordan Martz. 
 
Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the 
wounds of war. 
 
Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our 
Synod, as well as churches throughout the United States 
and the world, especially for the people of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Allegan and Rev. Christopher Laughlin. 
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Sunday: February 5, 2023—5th Sunday after Epiphany 
  

  Altar Guild:               Carolyn Fitch and Karen Rathburn   

 Assisting Minister     Steve Wietzykowski 

  Chalice Bearer      Megan Maltbie 

 Lector:          Joseph Kline 

 Coffee Hour      Hjordis Rivet 

 

Sunday: February 12, 2023—6th Sunday after Epiphany 
  

  Altar Guild:               TJaye Brand and Carol Vipond  

 Assisting Minister     TJaye Brand  

  Chalice Bearer      Steve Wietzykowski 

 Lector:          Steve Wietzykowski 

 Coffee Hour      Paula Shriver 

          

 

                                               

 
      


