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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023 

Liturgical Color: Violet 

 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from 
the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry 
bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories 
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that 
we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will 
welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our 
baptism. 
 

 
GATHERING 

 
 

 
Prelude                             Jennifer Nelson 

 

Welcome             Pastor Mick Shriver 
 
 
 

*Gathering Song 
 
 

“Restore in Us, O God”  
 

                       Page 3 of this bulletin of ELW #328 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  
 and of one another. 
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 Gracious God, 

 have mercy on us. 
 We confess that we have turned from you 
 and given ourselves into the power of sin. 
 We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
 In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
 known and unknown, 
 things we have done 
 and things we have failed to do. 
 
 Turn us again to you, 
 and uphold us by your Spirit, 
 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  

        Amen. 
 

 God, who is rich in mercy, 
 loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
 and made us alive together with Christ. 
 By grace you have been saved. 
 In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
 your sins are forgiven. 
 

 Almighty God strengthen you  
 with power through the Holy Spirit, 
 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
 
 Amen. 
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*Opening Prayer 
 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
   communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

 And also with you. 
 
 
 

 
 
*Kyrie 
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*Prayer of the Day           
 
 Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
 and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be 
 raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 
 days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

  Amen.  
 

WORD 
First Lesson                 Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a 
nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life
-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will 
know that “I am the Lord.” 
 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 
2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, 
and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to 
the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood 
on their feet, a vast multitude. 
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 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 
the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 

   The Word of the Lord.          Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 130                                              Read responsively 
 
   

 1Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; 
 

  2O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the                              
   voice of my supplication. 
 

 3If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
 

  4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  
 

 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
 

  6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for 
   the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 

 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast 
   love; with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 

  8For the Lord shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  
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Second Lesson                   Romans 8:6-11 
                     
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy 
Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful 
desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus 
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit 
that dwells in you. 
 

   The Word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 

*Holy Gospel                            John 11:1-45 
 

    The Holy Gospel according to John.     
    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, 
in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to 
life. 
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1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters 
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 
 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
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 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 
 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 

   The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Homily                         Pastor Mick Shriver 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

         I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

         I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  

  Amen. 
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Prayers  
 

The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 
God hears our prayers. 

 

 Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
 world, and all of creation. 

 

   Lord, in your mercy,     hear our prayer. 
 
 

Other petitions are given, concluding with… 
 
 We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and 
 your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our 
 Savior. 
 

         Amen. 
 

*Peace  
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 And also with you. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Sentence 
 
 I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present  
 yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  
 which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 
 
 
Offertory/Offering Song                    Jennifer Nelson 
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Doxology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda)  
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
Preface   
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  
 merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  
 who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal  
 your glory and love, that our darkness should give  
 way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the 
 choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the  
 hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their  
 unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

Eucharistic Prayer     
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

 Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,  
 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
 who preached good news to the poor,  
 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
     
 In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Remembering, therefore, his death,  
 resurrection, and ascension, 
 `we await his coming in glory. 
 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

   Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    
 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 
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Fraction 
 

 Risen Lord, be known to us  
 in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 

*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 

 God invites his children to come to the Feast. 

 Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 
 
*Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 
 

 
 

*Communion Hymn                          Jennifer Nelson 
  
 
“What Wondrous Love Is This” 
       Page 17 of this bulletin of ELW #666 
 
“Bread of Life From Heaven” 
       Page 18 of this bulletin of ELW #474 
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*Post Communion Prayer 
 

 Let us pray... 

 Embodied God, 
 at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
 With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
 empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
 and touch the world with your love. 
 
        Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 

 

*Blessing    
            
 

  God, the giver of love, 
 † Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
 and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
 bless you in this Lenten journey. 
 
 

 Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn                      Jennifer Nelson 
 

 

“Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land” 
        Page 20 of this bulletin of ELW #333 
                         
*The Sending 
 
 

 The worship is ended. The service now begins.  
   

 Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
 

 Thanks be to God.  
  
 
Postlude             Jennifer Nelson 
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Pray for our Members: Eleanor 
Anderson, Robert Barrington, Ann 
Bird, Ronnie Buskirk, Wayne 
Buskirk, Patricia Ezdebski, Jean 
Groendal David Hawley, Charlie 
Hayes, Mary Hoffman, Bridgette 
Hubbard, Larry McDonald, Marty 
Mielke, Gregg Walker, Woody 
Millspaugh, Herb Tacktor. 
 
Pray for our Friends: Dr. Anthony, Hunter Bowman, Jack 
Burns, June Brault, Graeleigh Jensen, Charity Lawler, Mike, 
Leah Mitchell, Laura Ochs, Elisabeth Rice, Edward Ritzema, 
Christopher Rivera, Randy Robins, Deb Russel, Michael 
Saucedo, Sarah Schultz, Mason Stapley, Nancy Supran, Rev. 
Dennis VanKampen.  
 
Pray for those at home:  
 
Pray for those in care facilities: Mary Gwen Barrington, 
Sherry Johnson, Frances Shriver, Stephanie Vineyard. 
 
Pray for our Armed Forces: Army –Christian Boomgaard, 
Caleb Malkewitz Reserves – Tad Reed; National Guard - 
Jeremy Horstman, Jordan Martz. 
 
Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the 
wounds of war. 
 
Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our 
Synod, as well as churches throughout the United States 
and the world, especially for the people of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Battle Creek and Rev. Kjersten Sullivan. 
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Sunday: March 26, 2023—Fifth Sunday in Lent 
  

  Altar Guild:             Mary Hoffman and Sharon Welton  

 Assisting Minister   Pastor Brown  

  Chalice Bearer     TJaye Brand 

 Lector        Steve Wietzykowski 

 Coffee Hour     Seree’ Jo Schmidt  

         Ushers      Larry and Karen Rathburn 

 

Sunday: April 2, 2023—Passion/Palm sunday 
  

  Altar Guild:             Mary Hoffman and TJaye Brand  

 Assisting Minister   Mary Hoffman  

  Chalice Bearer     Colin Nash 

 Lector        Steve Wietzykowski 

 Ushers      Kevin and Shelly Nash 


