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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost                                
Proper 10 

July 12, 2026 
Liturgical Color: Green 

 
 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. 
It is also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like 
seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or 
dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread 
of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
 

 

  *   The assembly will please stand.   
 Pastor/Priest
 Congregation
 Assisting
 Lector
 


LITURGY OF THE WORD — The GATHERING 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: 
 
 
 

Welcome—Online guests 
 
Announcements:          Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese 
 
Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings 
 
“...And now in stillness and holiness let us prepare our hearts and  
minds to receive the Gift of God’s Holy Spirit.” 
 
 
Gathering Song  
      
 

“Morning Has Broken“                          (see page 3)   
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*Opening Prayer/Opening Acclamation 
 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 
the presiding minister begins. 

 

 The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

 And also with you. 
 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
 magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

 Amen. 
 
 

*Hymn of Praise 
 

 Glory and praise to our God 
 Who alone gives light to our days 
 Many are the blessings He bears 
 To those who trust in His ways 
                                                                                                  
 We the daughters and sons of Him 
 Who built the valleys and plains 
 Praise the wonders our God has done 
 In every heart that sings  
 

 Glory and praise to our God 
 Who alone gives light to our days 
 Many are the blessings He bears 
 To those who trust in His ways  
 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray… 
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*Prayer of the Day/Collect 
 

 O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who 
 call upon you, and grant that they may know and understand 
 what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and 
 power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  

 

 Amen. 
 

 
 WORD 

 
 

First Lesson                       Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
  

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing pre-
cipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by 
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 
 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
12 For you shall go out in joy 
 and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall burst into song, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
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13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
 for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
 

   The Word of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 65:9-13                  Prayed responsively 
 
 

 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very                                              
  plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain,   
  for so you provide for the earth. 
 

  10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with                 
   heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 

  11 You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths                          
   overflow with plenty. 
 

   12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the 
   hills be clothed with joy. 
 

  
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys 

   cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  
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Second Lesson                    Romans 8:1-11 
 
 
 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from 
its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values 
in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just re-
quirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh 
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the 
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 
to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of 
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that 
dwells in you. 
 
 
 

   The Word of the Lord.               Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands. 
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation/Gradual 

*Holy Gospel           Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 
 

    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.   
    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s 
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” 
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces 
different results in those who hear. 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.  
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5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age 
and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, 
in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 
 
 

  The Gospel of the Lord.     

  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
Homily                       Pastor Becky Ebb-Speese 
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*Nicene Creed 
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and                       
    glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
  sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
  world to come.  
 
  Amen. 



The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost—July 12, 2026—Page 11 

 

*Prayers  
 
 

The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 
God hears our prayers. 

 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy” 

 For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, 

 and be found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to 

 you,  
 

 O Lord.    

 Lord, have mercy. 

 
Other petitions are given, concluding with… 

 

 For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the 
 kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Let us confess our sins against God  
 and our neighbor. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 Most merciful God, 
 

 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
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 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.   
 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
 eternal life.  

 Amen. 
 
*Peace  
 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 And also with you. 
 
 

 
The assembly is seated following the peace. 

 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST — HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
Offertory Sentence 
 
 
 

 Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of 
 our life and labor to the Lord. 
 
 
Offertory/Offering 
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Doxology 

*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Preface  
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
 you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
 uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
 resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus 

*Eucharistic Prayer/Prayer of Consecration    
 

 You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
 You are most holy, 
 and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
 so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
 but have eternal life. 
  
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
 to fulfill for us your holy will 
 and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to 
lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a 
hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.  
 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
 his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and                       
 ascension, and the promise of his coming again, 
 we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
 not as we ought but as we are able; 
 
 we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
 and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
 so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
 may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
 and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
 may be formed to live as your holy people 
 and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
 To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

 Amen


 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 
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The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    
 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 
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*Fraction 
 

 

 Alleluia, Alleluia! Risen Lord, Be Known to us in the breaking of 
 the Bread.  
 

 Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 
 

*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 

*Invitation to Communion 
 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God.                                                                       

 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

 you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 

 with thanksgiving. 

 Lord I am not Worthy  to receive you 

 But only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 At this time, God invites his children to receive the Blessed 
 Sacrament. 
 
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians of any age are invit-
ed to receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving Communion may cross their 
arms to indicate they would like to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Hymns 
 
 

“You Are the Seed”                        (see page 19-20)  
 
                
  
*Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

 O Lord, in union with the faithful at every altar of your 
 church where your blessed Body and Blood are being offered 
 by the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I 
 believe you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And 
 since I can not receive you physically, I pray you come                           
 spiritually into my heart.  I unite myself to you, and embrace 
 you with all of the affections of my soul.  Let me never be 
 separated from you. Let me live and die in your love.   
 
 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 
 

 Let us pray... 

 Compassionate God, 
 through the gifts of bread and wine 
 our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
 Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
 may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
 We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
 through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
 
 

         Amen. 
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SENDING 

 
 

*Blessing               

  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
 † one God, 
 bless, heal, and hold you 
 today and always. 
 

 Amen. 
 
 
 
*Sending Hymn   
   
 

“For the Fruit of All Creation”                           (see page 22) 
 
                
      
*The Sending 
 


 Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
 

 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Postlude       Cherie Hockenberger
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Pray for our Members:  Eleanor 
Anderson, Todd Eastway, Patricia 
Ezdebski, Sheri Falzone, David Hawley, 
Mary Hoffman, Kaydence Laaksonen, 
Tracey Laaksonen, Jonah Schmidt, Terry 
Speese, Pattie Tafelski, Carole Vipond, 
Athena Wilson.  
 
Pray for our Friends: Mary Bierlein, Tim 
Gillette, Brian Hamilton, Graeleigh 
Jensen, Ken Kolb, Billy Lauderbach, Bob Martin, Jason McClellan, Leah 
Mitchell, Becket Northrup, David Reed, Robert Tubbs, Rev. Bill 
Huether, Jonie Wilson. 
 

Pray for those in care facilities: Barb Beaver, Florence Hamiton, 
Cathy Marrison, Carolyn Malkewitz, Stephanie Sundholm. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces: Army –Christian Boomgaard, Reserves – 
Tad Reed; Ezra Swan –Army Reserve 
 

Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the wounds of 
war. 
 

Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches, our Diocese and our 

Synod, as well as churches throughout the United States and the 

world, especially for the people of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 

Sutton’s Bay and Rev. Jonathan Reid. We also pray for The Province 

of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and St. John’s Church, 

Sturgis - Kris Veldheer, Rector Grace Church, Holland - Jennifer 

Adams, Rector 

The names on the Prayer list will be rotated every 30 days unless 
we are notified other wise. The Pastor can not assume that people 
want a personal visit, but is more then happy to do so upon 
request. Please contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
(231)843-3686 
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Sunday: July 12, 2026—The 7th Sunday after Pentecost  
  

  Altar Guild:            Gale Martin and Carolyn Fitch 

 Assisting Minister  TJaye Brand 

  Lector          Will Swan 

 Chalice Bearer      Cindy Swan and Anna Andeson                  

 Acolyte:                  Kayleigh Shriver                                                      

 Ushers:                  Mary and Art Hoffman                                                       

 Coffee Hour      Bob and Carole Vipond 

 Offering Counters  Jessica Wood and Bob Budreau  

                                                                                                                       

Sunday: July 19, 2026—The 8th Sunday after Pentecost  
  

  Altar Guild:            Debbie Meli and TJaye Brand 

 Assisting Minister  Mary Hoffman 

  Lector          Diane Shank 

 Chalice Bearer      Vicki Dorrell and Shelly Nash                 

 Acolyte:                  Oliver Kolb                                                      

 Ushers:                                                                                     

 Coffee Hour      Mike and Buffy Nagle  

 Offering Counters  Tjaye Brand and Mary Hoffman  


