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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 17, 2024 

Liturgical Color: Purple 
 

 
God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church 
sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when 
he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s 
heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We 
join together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave 
strengthened to share God’s love with all the world. 
 
  *   The assembly will please stand.   
 Pastor/Priest
 Congregation
 Assisting
 Lector
 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD— The GATHERING 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST: 

 
 

      
Announcements:        Pastor Mick Shriver 
Anniversaries, Birthdays & Thanksgivings 
                      
 
 
“...And now in stillness and holiness let us prepare our hearts and 
minds to receive the Gift of God’s Holy Spirit.” 
 
 
 
Prelude       Cherie Hockenberger 
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*Opening Prayer/Opening Acclamation 
 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

 

 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

 His mercy endures forever. 
 
 

The Decalogue: Contemporary 
 

 Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
 I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
 You shall have no other gods but me. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 Honor your father and your mother. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not commit murder. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not commit adultery. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not steal. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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 You shall not be a false witness. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
*Confession 
 
 

 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
 truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is 
 faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9  
 
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Minister and People 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of your Name.  
 Amen. 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
 goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
 in eternal life. Amen. 
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 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray… 
 
 
 
*The Collect of the Day/Prayer of the Day 
 
 

 Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly 
 wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to 
 love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
 among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts 
 may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
 

 Amen. 
 

*Kyrie 
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WORD 
 
 

First Lesson/Reading                     Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had 
broken the covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day 
when God will make a new covenant with the people. There will be no need 
to teach the law, because God will write it on their hearts. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
 

   The Word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 51:1-12                                                        Pray responsively 
 

 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
    in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 

  2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and    
   cleanse me from my sin. 
 

 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 
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  4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
   sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your 
   judgment.  
 

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my    
   mother’s womb. 
 

  6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have              

   me know wisdom deep within. 
 

  7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 
   shall be purer than snow. 
 

  8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken 
   may rejoice.  
 

  9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 
 

  10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
   within me. 
 

  11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy                  
   Spirit from me. 
 

  12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with 
   your bountiful Spirit.  
 
 
Second Lesson/Reading                  Hebrews 5:5-10 
 
 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author 
explains how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has 
made Christ the source of our eternal salvation. 
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5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and 
he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 
 
 

  The Word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

The assembly stands. 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation/Gradual 
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*Holy Gospel           John 12:20-33 

 

   The Holy Gospel according to St. John.      

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. 
Here Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his 
death into the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, 
and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from 
this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, 
and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that 
it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.              Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Homily/Sermon          Pastor Mick Shriver 
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*Nicene Creed 
 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and   
  the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*Prayers  
 

The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 
God hears our prayers. 

  Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united 
 in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
 world. 
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   Lord, in your mercy,    

  hear our prayer. 
 

Other petitions are given, concluding with… 


 We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for 
 them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 
 saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

 Amen. 
 
*Peace  
 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       
 And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated following the peace. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION/LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Offertory Sentence 
 



 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring 
 offerings and come into his courts.   Psalm 96:8  
 
Offering/Offering  
 

“Seed That in Earth Is Dying”                          (see page 12) 
 
*Doxology 
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*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
*Preface  
  

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
 and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
 that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
 we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

 
*Eucharistic Prayer/Prayer of Consecration    
   
 

 Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
 Your mercy is everlasting 
 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
 to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 



The Fifth Sunday in Lent—March 17, 2024—Page 15 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
 With this bread and cup 
 we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith:    
 

 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
  

 O God of resurrection and new life: 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Bless this feast. 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
 Breathe new life into us. 
 Send us forth, 
 burning with justice, peace, and love. 
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  Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

 With [  name/s and  ] your holy ones of all times and places, 
 with the earth and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, 
 we praise you, O God, 
 blessed and holy Trinity, 
 now and forever. 
 

 Amen. 
  
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 

 we are bold to pray  
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
  
 Amen. 

   The Lord’s Prayer      
 (Contemporary) 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.   
  
 Amen. 
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*Fraction 
 
 

 Risen Lord, be known to us  
 in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 
 
*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) 
 

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 
 
 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in                            
 remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
 your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 
 God invites his children to come to the Feast. 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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All are welcome to the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians of any age are 
invited to receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving Communion may cross 
their arms to indicate they would like to receive a blessing. 
 
 
Communion Hymns                                Cherie Hockenberger 
 
 

“My Song Is Love Unknown”                             (see page 20) 
 
 
*Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 
 
 
*Post Communion Prayer/Prayer after Communion 
 
 

 Let us pray… 
 

 Generous God, 
 at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
 As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
 now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
 in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
 

         Amen.  
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                                           SENDING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Blessing   
             


  Beloved, 
 we are God’s own people, 
 holy, washed, renewed. 
 God bless you and keep you, 
 shower you with mercy, 
 fill you with courage, 
 and † give you peace. 
 


 Amen. 
 
 
 
 
*Sending Hymn/Recessional Hymn  
  
  
“We Will Glorify”                                        (see page 22) 
               
 
 
 
*The Sending 


 Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve 
 the Lord. 
 

 Thanks be to God.  
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Pray for our Members: Eleanor Anderson, 
Ann Bird, Patricia Ezdebski, David 
Hawley, Woody Millspaugh, Marty Mielke.  
 
Pray for our Friends: Baby Ray 
Anderson, Tommy Anderson, Rev. Chris 
Anderson, Hunter Bowman, June Brault, 
Bob Cottrell, Graeleigh Jensen, Ted 
Kinzacky, Ken Kolb, Charity Lawler, Bruce 
Mitchell, Leah Mitchell, Tony Pouch, 
Elisabeth Rice, Edward Ritzema, Randy Robins, Deb Russel, Mason 
Stapley, Fred Tibbots, Rev. Chris Anderson, Rev. Bill Huether, Rev. 
Sarah Samuelson, Rev. Dennis VanKampen.  
 
Pray for those at home:  
 
Pray for those in care facilities:  Ann Bird, Sherry Johnson. 
 
Pray for our Armed Forces: Army –Christian Boomgaard, Reserves – 
Tad Reed; National Guard -  
 
Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the wounds of 
war. 
 
Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our Synod, as well 
as churches throughout the United States and the world, especially 
for the people of Trinity Lutheran Church in Midland and Rev. Jeffery 
Gramza (Senior Pastor) and Danielle Shealy (Associate Pastor). We also 
pray for The Church in Wales – Holy Family, Blue Water - Lorna 
MacDonald, Sr. Warden St. Mark’s, Coldwater – Rick Schark, Rector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The names on the Prayer list will be rotated every 30 days unless 
we are notified other wise. The Pastor can not assume that people 
want a personal visit, but is more then happy to do so upon 
request. Please contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
(231)843-3686 
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Sunday: March 17, 2024—The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
  

  Altar Guild:              Sharon Welton and Tracy Laaksonen 

 Assisting Minister    TJaye Brand                                                           

 Lector      Joseph Kline 

  Chalice Bearer   Steve Wietryzykowski 

 Ushers    Larry and Karen Rathburn 

 Coffee Hour      Julie and Remus Lenio 

 Offering Counters    Linda Rogers, Bob Budreau and  

     Sonja Siewert             
                                      

Sunday: March 24, 2024—Sunday of the Passion/ 

           Palm Sunday 

   Altar Guild:               TJaye Brand and Carole Vipond 

 Assisting Minister     Pastor John Brown                                                           

 Lector       Terry Speese 

  Chalice Bearer    Becky Ebb-Speese 

 Ushers     Larry and Karen Rathburn 

 Coffee Hour       Diane Nemitz 

 Offering Counters     Cathy Iteen, Carole Vipond and  

      Stephanie Carie     


