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The Second Sunday of Christmas/                              
Epiphany of Our Lord  

January 04, 2026 
Liturgical Color: White 

 
 

The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season 
with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In 
Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. 
Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ 
reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the 
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, 
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people. 
 
  *   The assembly will please stand.   
 Pastor/Priest
 Congregation
 Assisting
 Lector

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD— The GATHERING 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: 
 

 
Prelude                                             Cherie Hockenberger 
  
     
Welcome & Announcements                      Pastor Mick Shriver 
 
“...And now in stillness and holiness let us prepare our hearts and 
minds to receive the Gift of God’s Holy Spirit.” 
 
 
Gathering Song/Processional Hymn 
                   
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”                      (on page 3) 
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*Opening Prayer/Opening Acclamation 
 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 
 

 

 Blessed be to God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 And Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

 His mercy endures forever. Amen. 


 
 
*Collect for Purity 
 
 

 Almighty God,  
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known,  
 and from whom no secrets are hid: 
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
  that we may perfectly love you  
 and worthily magnify your holy name,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.    
 

 Amen. 
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*Hymn of Praise/Gloria  

 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Let us pray… 
 
*The Collect of the Day/Prayer of the Day 
 

 The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 

 Let us pray 
 

 O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the                       
 leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our 
 lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through 
 your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 Amen. 
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WORD 

 
 

First Lesson/Reading                        Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because 
the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea 
and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and 
thereby declare God’s praise. 
 
 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2 For darkness shall cover the earth 
  and thick darkness the peoples, 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3 Nations shall come to your light 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together; they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms.                                       
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

   The Word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14                                          Pray responsively 
 

 1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the 
   king’s son; 
 

 2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with 
   justice; 
 

  3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the 
   hills, in righteousness. 
 

 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, 
   and crush the oppressor.  
 

  5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one    
   generation to another. 
 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers 
   that water the earth. 
 

  7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an    
   abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 

 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the 
   kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
 

  11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him 
   service. 
 

 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the    
   oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 

  13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives  
   of the needy. 
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 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and    
   precious is their blood in his sight.  
 

 
Second Lesson/Reading              Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known 
through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and 
Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation. 
 
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake 
of you gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of 
which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 
Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone 
see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all 
things, 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety 
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him. 
 

  The Word of the Lord.              Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly stands. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation/Gradual 

 

*Holy Gospel       Matthew 2:1-12 
 

   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.      

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a 
new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited 
messiah of Israel. 
 
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
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  7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When 
they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road. 
 

At the conclusion of the reading of the Gospel… 
 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.              Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Homily/Sermon          Pastor Mick Shriver 
 
 
*Nicene Creed 
 
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
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was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and                       
    glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
  sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
  world to come.  
  Amen. 
 

*Prayers  
 

The faithful offer their petitions and concerns to God. 
God hears our prayers. 

 

  Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
 church, creation, and all who are in need. 

 

   Lord, in your mercy,    

  hear our prayer. 
 

 

Other petitions are given, concluding with… 




 With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers 
 to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; 
 through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

 Amen. 
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*Peace  
 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.       

 And also with you. 
 
 

The assembly is seated following the peace. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION/LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Offertory Sentence 
 



 I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present  
 yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,  

 which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 



The Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany of Our Lord—January 04, 2026—Page 13 

 

*Doxology 

 
 
*Great Thanksgiving (Sursum Corda) 
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*Preface   

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us    
 the way of everlasting life. 
 And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 
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*Eucharistic Prayer/Prayer of Consecration    
 
   

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

 for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

 subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

 Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

 nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 

 the God and Father of all. 
 

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered him

 self, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

 whole world.  
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, 

or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 

place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 

consecrated.  

 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

 Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

 to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

 "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

 the remembrance of me."  
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had  

 Given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of 

 you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

 you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

 drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
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*Memorial Acclamation  

 We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
 this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
 resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
 Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
 and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faith
 fully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
 constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
 your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
 with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
 and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.    

 



 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to pray  

 


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*The Lord’s Prayer  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.   
 Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Contemporary) 
 

 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.    
 Amen. 
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*Fraction 

 [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 Therefore let us keep the feast.    Alleluia, Alleluia!   

 
 
*Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  

 
*Invitation to Communion 
 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God.                                                                       

 Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

 you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 

 with thanksgiving. 

 Lord I am not Worthy  to receive you 

 But only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 

 At this time, God invites his children to receive the Blessed 
 Sacrament. 
 
 
All are welcome to the Lord’s table. Baptized Christians of any age are 
invited to receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving Communion may cross 
their arms to indicate they would like to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Hymns                                        Cherie Hockenberger 
 
“As With Gladness Men of Old”                                     (see page 20) 
 
 
 
*Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
 

 Let us stand and pray together… 
 

 Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

 you have graciously accepted us as living members 

 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 and you have fed us with spiritual food 

 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

 Send us now into the world in peace, 

 and grant us strength and courage 

 to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.   
 Amen.           
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                                           SENDING 
*Blessing   
 



May Almighty God, 
 who sent his Son to take our nature  
 upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
 scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten 
 your heart with the light of his holiness. 
 Amen 
 

 May God, 
 who sent his angels to proclaim he glad  
 news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy,                                         
 and make you heralds of the Gospel. 
 Amen  
 

 May God, 
 who in the World made flesh joined heaven to                            
 earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace and favor. 
 Amen 
 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,                 
 and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
 Always. 
 
 
*Sending Hymn/Recessional Hymn  
  
“Shine, Jesus, Shine”                                       (see page 22) 
               
 
*The Sending 
 





 Glory to God in the highest!  
 Peace to God’s people on earth!  



 Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus  

 Thanks be to God.   
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Pray for our Members:  Eleanor 
Anderson, Jacqueline Carie, Todd 
Eastway, Patricia Ezdebski, Lily Gillies, 
David Hawley, Mary Hoffman, Julie Martz, 
Jonah Schmidt, Terry Speese, Pattie 
Tafelski, Carole Vipond.  
 

Pray for our Friends: Margret Hayes, Tim 
Gillette, Graeleigh Jensen, Ken Kolb, Billy 
Lauderbach,  Ken McClellan, Jason 
McClellan, Leah Mitchell, Pastor Doug Neime,   Pastor Sarah 
Samuelson, Becket Northrup, Rev. Bill Huether. 
 

Pray for those in care facilities: Barb Beaver, Ann Bird, Florence 
Hamiton, Cathy Marrison, Carolyn Malkewitz. 
 

Pray for our Armed Forces: Army –Christian Boomgaard, Reserves – 
Tad Reed; Ezra Swan –Army Reserve 
 

Pray for our Veterans, especially those suffering from the wounds of 
war. 
 

Pray for our Parish Family: our area churches and our Synod, as well 

as churches throughout the United States and the world, especially 

for the people of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Mt. Pleasent and  

Rev. Dana Hendershot. We also pray for The Church of the Province 

of Central Africa, and St. Dunstan’s, Davison - Sue Colavincenzo, 

Priest-in-Charge Holy Spirit, Belmont – Dan Buchin, Rector 

The names on the Prayer list will be rotated every 30 days unless 
we are notified other wise. The Pastor can not assume that people 
want a personal visit, but is more then happy to do so upon 
request. Please contact the parish office to make arrangements. 
(231)843-3686 
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Sunday: Jan 4, 2026—The Second Sunday of Christmas/ 

     Epiphany of Our Lord 

   Altar Guild:             Carole Vipond and Carolyn Fitch  

 Assisting Minister   Anna Anderson  

 Lector       Ryan Glanville 

  Chalice Bearer    Vicki Dorrell and Tracey Laaksonen 

 Acolyte:                   

 Ushers     Larry and Karen Rathburn                 

 Coffee Hour 

 Offering Counters   Mike Gould and Tim Pomorski 

                                           

Sunday: Jan 11, 2026—The Baptism of Our Lord 
  

  Altar Guild:             Mary Hoffman and Shelly Nash 

 Assisting Minister   Thom Hawley  

 Lector       Megan Maltbie 

  Chalice Bearer    Mary Hoffman and Shelly Anderson 

 Acolyte:                   

 Ushers     Larry and Karen Rathburn                 

 Coffee Hour 

 Offering Counters   TJaye Brand and Mary Hoffman           

 
      


